Porables %Jaw.s

A paraoble is a short fictitious story that Jesus would tell to teach his
disciples and us a lesson about God. These lessons tend to focus
on the kingdom of God, the grace and mercy of God, and the
judgment of God.

Parables tend to be made up of four components. They are:

Built on similes: In a parable, something always stgads for
something else. For example, Jesus will often ghor@m glorable by
saying “The kingdom of God iilike...“ and tigen @se @ image to
compare God's kingdom to a Miustargleeq@r Qking etc.

Relate to real life: The stories JBsus B0 mpho®Sense to his
audience. At the time of J@RUMRINg e farmers and
shepherds were cgg KV Q. For the most part, they
clatable tog ? 00

RIS Or e s: 4R great plot twist maokes every story more
ystingh. Bh gFo®Cble there is usually a part of the story that
ockiflg &qggPoesn’'t make sense. In the parable of the lost
2ep, thie shepherd leaves 99 sheep to find just onel

ancially, that is a really bad ideq, but from a storytelling
rspective it is a beautiful illustration of God's love for us.

{

Present a Challenge: At the end of a parable, the audience was
usually confused or upset. That's because the whole point of a
parable is to encourage you to change your life- to be more
faithful, more giving, more forgiving. These things are hard! It's
difficult to live Jesus's message in our everyday lives.

As you study the parables, understanding and analyzing these four
components of a parable will help you to understand and apply the
parables more in your own life.




Nome: Date:
Parable Grophic O/LW}%

Name of the Parable and where you can find it in the Bible:

Destrbe what the ditferent pesple and symbgls infitne story
represent.

How does this story connec
N the world today’

e time of Jesus and life

%%t e story are surprising?

Wit s challenging in the story? What I God asking from you
N this parable?



The Parable ot the sower
On that day Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sen. Such
large crowds gathered around hm that he got o a boat and sat down,
And the whole crowd stood Along the shore. And he spoke to them at
length I parables, 6n\|ing: "W sower went out fo sow. And as he sowed,
some seed kel on the path, and birds came and ate & up. some fell o

lack of roots. some seed fell Among thorns, gnd the
choked . But some seed fell on nch soll, ang prod
sixky or thirkyld Whoever has edrs ought to

Matthew 1% -1

Arable of the Sower.

er. The seed sowh on the path 15 the
brd ofjthe kingdom without understanding i, and the
stedls away what was sown 1 his heart. The seed

15 the one who hedrs the word and receives t+ at
ohce with joy.  But B has no root and lasts only for 4 time. When some
tribulation or persecution comes becuse of the word, he wmedately falls
Away. The soed sown Among thorns 15 the one who hedrs the word, but
then worldy anpiety and the lure of riches choke the word and v bears
no kruk. But the seed sown on nich sol 15 Yhe one who hears the word
and understands , who ndeed bedrs fruk and yelds a hundred or sty
of thirtyfold"

"Hear then
ohe who hedrs
evil one comes A

Matthew 1% 18-23




Nome: Date:

The Paralble eérﬂw Sowen G/wfzhw O/Lgam/}e/z/
In a parable, the story is based on similes. This means that the
characters and objects represent something more than they would
literally. With that in mind, read the Parable of the Sower found in

Matthew 13:1-9. Then fill in each box with what you think that part of the
story represents.

Sowern Seeds

Read the Bible story again. Here's the tricky
we are the soill With that in mind, tryfo exp
each soil type represents

ﬁm

Rechy:

t the seeds-
e of person

=N

Tho/uu/.-

Rick:

\Z ~/

What is something surprising about this parable? How does the sower

act in an usual way? What is the point of this surprise? (Think about how
farmers plant their fields/orchards.)

4 )




Read Jesus's explanation of the parable. You can find it in Matthew
13:18 -23. Now that you've heard Jesus's explanation, put what each type
of soil represents in your own words.

~ 2

Recky:

Thonny;

Rich:

S

All parables present a challenge. O
the rich soil, but an
own realities.

(" Which soil ane now? ([Jhy? N

a challenge can be to be
taking an honest look at our

\_ %

/C{}hata/w3wm?4(/owmd&wbecemmemlékeﬂwuchsod? h




The Parable of the Talents

" will be a5 when 4 man who was 4oing on A journey cdlled n his
servants and entrusted his possessions fo them. To one he 4Ave fve talents,
fo another, two; Yo A third, one—to each ﬂccoro\inﬂ Yo his ﬂlfllﬂ’\{. Then he went
AWAN.

\i mmediately the one who received bve talents went and traded with
hem, and made another bve. Likewise, the one who r&wwod o Wide Another
fwo. But the man who received one went ofk and dug A h 7 4round And
buried his master's woney

Meter A long time the master of thase
settled Accounts with them The one wilhad ref

ime back and
ents came forward

bringing the additonal fve. He said, Master you S0 melbve talonts. See, | have
made five wore.! His master sad to him, "W aood And aithtul servant
Sihee you Were aithtul n small matter VA ou great responsibilities.
Dome, share your master's joy!

[Then) the one ccoled Ywo talents also came forward and
sAd, Master, you gave we Wl 4 > 0, | have made two wore!' His master
sad fo hm Well done, m k thbul servant. sinee you were arhkul n
small me ) vsponsibliies. Gome, share your master's Joy

A4 received the one talent came forward and
sA\d, YoURwere A demanding person, harvesting where you did mot
plm\{' and gf ou did not seatter; so out of kedr | went otk and

gather where | 8ot seatter? Should you not then have put wy woney n the
bank so that | could have gol’ it back with mrerest on my return? Now then
Take the talent from hwm and 5iv0 It to the one with fen For to everyone who
has, wmore will be given and he will grow rick; but from the one who has not, even
what he has wil be faken away. Pnd throw this useless servant mto the
darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding ot teeth'

Matthew 25: 14-20




Nome: Date:

The Talents Grophic (rgani
Read the Parable of the Talents found in Ma the%ve/;& 14-30. Then answer
the following questions.

/W\mblm are bult on similes. I this parable who do the wmaster and the servants represent? )
- J
/M' the fime of Jesus, a4 talent was a huge: Amount ok money.  Pyplan why you think each \

sorvant did what they did with the talents they received

Servant |

Servant 2

Servant 3

\2

ImaQinil3 different people (servants) coming before the master (God) at
the en@®0Of their lives. What would the scene look like with real talents
and people? Draw a comic depicting the scene for each person and
God. Have 2 people who multiplied talents and 1 who did not.

4 Y Y N




Think about your own life. Write or drow about three talents or gifts
God has given to you. These can be things you are good at, like

singing or science, or blessings in your life, like awesome friends, or a
great school.

4 Y Y A

\_ AN

K\'o multy )

\Z J
(Kk the ond of the parable, Fhe sorvant who didnt use or add o his talent is sont away to be )
Aone And sad.  How caAn burying your 4ikks leave you \solated or lonely?

\_ /
Parables challenge us to change something about our lives to live more
like Jesus did. Take o moment to think about the ways this parable

challenges you. Then write a prayer asking God for the graces you need
to meet that challenge this week.

Dear Lord Jesus,




The Parable of the Lost Son

Then he said, "N man had fwo sons, And the younger son sad to his
father, 'Father, ﬂivo me the share of your estate that should come fo me!' So the
tather dvided the property between them. Mter a fow days, the ounger son
collected all his b&longinﬂe and set otk Yo A distant country where he squandered his
hheritance on a like ot dissipation.

When he had (reely spent ovorxi{'h'mg, A severe amine struck tha
countty, And he found himselt n dire need. So he hired himselt out to one gk &

thought, How many of my kather's hired workers have .ro Hhang®
but here am |, o\\{mg from hunger. | shall et up and 4o to my
Yo hm, "Father, | have sinned ngnind’ heaven and ngn'me
be called your son; treat wme As you would treat one
So he ﬂo{' up and went back to hig

his (’inﬂ&r and 4
us celebrate with /
AgAn; he was lost, A

Now the
nedred the house, he he

oh of mine wAs deAd, And has come Yo hke
Wund. Then the celebration began

son had been out n the bield and, on his way back, as he

d the sound of wusic and dancing He called one ot the
servants And Asked whatlllhis might mean. The servant said o him, Your brother has
returned and your ather s slaughtered the fattened calt because he has him back
sake and sound. He became Angry, And when he refused o enter the house, his father
cAme out And pleaded with him.

He said to his kather n reply Look, all these years | served you and not
ohoe did | disobey your orders; yet you never 4ive me even A young qoat to feast on
with wy friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with
prostikutes, for him you slaughter the tattened calk! He said to hm, My son, you Are
here with me always; everybhing | have 15 yours. But now we must celebrate and
rejoice, becAuse your brother was dead and has come to like nﬂﬂih,- he was lost and has
been found"

Luke I5: II-32




The Zost Son Grophic Of»?am‘
Read the story of The Lost Son in Luke 15: 1—32%e¢hen list adjectives
that describe each person in the story.

[ YoungerSon N\ [ Fathew N/ OlderSen

\ AN AN

/T&II A story of 4 time when you Acted ke the YOUNGEZ- son:

AN




ﬂ&ll A story of 4 time when you Acted like the Father: \

AN

K\'f*/II A story ok A fime when you Acted like the OLDER- son:

\3

Reasons and verses from the parable

0h A seperate sheet of paper, write A veblecton on which character from The
Lost Son you Are wost like and why  How wmight God be caling you +o change?



